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Lighting the night 

with hope!

A prayer for all those  
affected by  
coronavirus

Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,

be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate 

us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Amen.

We are still encouraging 
everyone to put a candle 
in their window at 7pm 

each Sunday night as a sign 
of hope, community and 
support for all those who 

are working for our health 
and safety.

As another week of social distancing goes by I find myself praying for everyone, 
unless you are a hermit then being cooped up alone away from people or 
equally with those you love but with little space to move around is going to 
be very testing to say the least.  I am hoping that once this period of unsettled 
weather has gone by we can look forward to some better days and the prospects 
of getting out for our daily walk or having windows swung wide to allow the 
sounds of outside to come in and fresh air to come in and freshen our hearts and 
spirits.  In the meantime, keep up the good work – stay home, stay safe.

Greetings from Yorkshire!
Hello
We’ve just read your lovely newsletter 
and also your service sheets for today, 
the 29th March. How have we managed 
that? Well, we’re lucky enough to have 
friends, and fellow Christians, who 
attend church in Rushden and they have 
kindly forwarded them to us. We’ve 
really appreciated being able to join 
with you all in your service, particularly 
as our church hasn’t quite got around 
to doing anything like that yet. It’s felt 
very strange this Sunday morning not 
preparing to go to church - it’s certainly 
leaving a gap in our lives. But it’s good 
to know that fellow Christians around 
the country are doing their bit to try and 
keep faith in these difficult times.  
We are lucky enough to have a garden 
and at the moment our magnolia stellata 
bush is full of wonderful flowers and 
every time I’ve looked out of the window 
it has lifted my spirits. How lovely that 
spring is doing its best to cheer us all up. 
Thank you for sharing your part of our 
world, your faith and your friendship. 
Stay safe - Judith & Peter Uttley

Well the Spring warmth did not last, it never 
does at this time of year, the days are fickle 
in their weather offering to say the least.  
Last Sunday saw almost everything thrown 
at us from biting wind to flurries of snow 
interspersed with tempting sunshine, we 
only needed a thunderstorm to have the 
complete set. 

St James the Least of All  
On the nonsense of having a lavatory  
at church  
The Rectory, St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren 
This year, the rigours of Lent have taken second place to a far more pressing matter: the installation of 
a lavatory at St James the Least of All. 

Personally, I entirely disapprove of this additional sign of decadence in our moral fibre; we have 
survived perfectly happily for the last 800 years without one, so why is there such an urgent need now? 
And being surrounded by acres of fields, there seems to be a completely acceptable alternative.

It also spoils the pleasure I used to take, informing ushers at weddings, having liberally refreshed 
themselves at our local pub before the Service, that we have no facilities and that they would just 
have to wait. Their look of pained resignation, developing to clear signs of repentance as the Service 
progressed, was most cheering. It also meant that wedding parties did not linger after the Service but 
disappeared with commendable speed to safe havens.

I anticipate that now we have the thing, a sub-committee will form to devise a commissioning Service 
for the person who will be in charge of its maintenance. I can already foresee Lady Bartlett proposing 
an appropriate set of robes for the office holder – although it will need some tact to select suitable 
insignia on the sleeves.

In fact, the project has not been entirely successful; we still need to have a lock fitted and so at present, 
occupants have been advised to sing hymns loudly. A hymn book has been installed as an aide memoir. 

The greater difficulty arises from our antiquated plumbing system. A member of the congregation can 
leave a Service perfectly discreetly; they can enter the lavatory unseen by anyone, but on flushing, 
water is drawn through pipes running the length of the inside of the building with a thunderous roar.  

I am sure that in your worship centre you will have lavish cloakrooms furnished with colour co-
ordinated walls and towels, baby-changing facilities and video monitors relaying everything going on 
in the service.  But we are made of sterner stuff, and I maintain that our congregation should be grateful 
that they now a lavatory at all. And to think that someone suggested it should even have heating!   

Your loving uncle, Eustace
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If something new hasn’t happened around you recently then you’re a very unique 
person. How about NEW words? COVID 19, self isolating, social distancing, 2 metres, 
hand sanitiser. You might have used them once or twice in the past but now you hear 
them every few minutes. 
How NEW are you finding it being at home with all those loved ones? Home working? 
What NEW things have you discovered about the people you live with? What NEW 
habits have you developed beyond eating more chocolate and drinking more?
Have you discovered something NEW about your community? How about something 
NEW about yourself?
We have all been plunged into more newness than we are comfortable with, mainly 
because we didn’t choose it –‘IT’ just happened to us, our choices on many fronts 
have been taken away from us, so what can we do that’s quite likely NEW whilst also 
welcome and desirable?
In some languages the word for problem can also be translated as opportunity, it’s 
about how we think and approach life. 
The massive surge in positive community action is nothing short of fabulous and 
wonderfully heart warming, there’s a whole NEW perspective in the lives of many 
that is opening NEW ways to think of others. There are NEW relationships forming as 
people reach out to each other, There are NEW levels of value being put on caring and 
giving. We now have to live a NEW type of life and whilst it might have its problems and 
uncertainties its really quite possible for the excellence of the NEW to outweigh the 
negative. Grab those opportunities to build the NEW good things
Newness is a big theme in the bible, God promises to renew us by faith in Jesus. He has 
set a new way before us to live a new life. Sing to the Lord a new song we are told in 
psalm 98.

Peace and blessings to all at this new time.  NICK

Refresh my heart  
in Spring … Let your light  
so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven.  
Matthew 5:16

In a certain mountain village in Europe 
several centuries ago (or so the story goes), a 
nobleman wondered what legacy to leave his 
townspeople.  At last he decided to build them 
a church.  Nobody saw the complete plans until 
the church was finished.  When the people 
gathered, they marvelled at its beauty – but 
noticed an incompleteness.  ‘Where are the 
lamps!’ they asked ‘How will the church be lit?

The nobleman smiled.  Then he gave each 
family a new lamp. ‘Each time you are here, the 
area in which you sit will be lit.  But when you 
are not here then some part of God’s house 
will be dark.’ The more you are here the more 
the church will be filled with light.

Today we live in a world that seems very dark 
and we cannot get into our churches – each of 
us is now trying to be a light in the community 
– yet where you are then that place will have 
light.  Each deed you do for a neighbour, each 
phone call or smile lights up both the place 
where you are and where they are.  It is a 
bigger challenge than just lighting a building – 
and yet…bless you all , you are doing it.  

Don’t forget to light your window candles 
each Sunday evening at 7pm.

What’s new?

Palm Sunday 

Today we celebrate Jesus’ arrival 
at the gates of Jerusalem and 
the cheering crowds who greeted 
him, laying down palm fronds on 
the road to stop the dust rising – 
a sign of great honour.
 
Chorus:
All glory, laud and honour,
To Thee, Redeemer, King, 
To Whom the lips of children
Made sweet hosannas ring.

Thou art the King of Israel,
Thou David’s royal Son,
Who in the Lord’s Name comest,
The King and blessed One.

The company of angels
Are praising Thee on High,
And mortal men and all things
Created, make reply.

The people of the Hebrews
With palms before Thee went;
Our prayer and praise and anthems
Before Thee we present.

To Thee, before Thy passion,
They sang their hymns of praise;
To Thee, now high exalted,
Our melody we raise.

Thou didst accept their praises;
Accept the prayers we bring,
Who in all good delightest,
Thou good and gracious King.

Palm Crosses are a symbol of hope 
in these challenging times and they 
are traditionally blessed on Palm 
Sunday and then taken and placed 
in the home.  Palm Crosses will be 
available in your church porches for 
you to collect – please take one.


